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THURSDAY 20th JUNE 2019: 
To mark the official launch of 56 Degree Insight this week, each day we are sharing some thoughts on topics close to our heart  
impacting on the sectors that we are passionate about.  Today, let’s look at the booming UK cinema and film industries… 

With 177 million admissions in 2018, the highest levels since 1970 and box office takings exceeding £1.2 billion, the UK cinema sector is big business. 
Experts predict that box office records will be broken again this year with a whole series of big releases (including Avengers: Endgame, The Lion King, 
Aladdin, Frozen 2, Toy Story 4 and Dumbo) expected to attract huge audiences. It’s notable that big American studios are behind nearly all of the 
productions which attract the largest UK audiences.  

So where does this leave the UK film industry? Well, it’s good news - mirroring the growth in UK cinema attendance, the British film production industry 
is one of the fastest growing sectors in the economy. A number of factors are behind this growth. Firstly, successive UK governments have provided tax 
incentives to entice film companies to Britain. This has helped to attract a number of hit series including James Bond, Harry Potter and Star Wars. In turn, 
this investment by film companies has facilitated the development of a workforce skilled in film making and the many specialist support services 
required. It’s also been suggested that the English language is as an attraction to American production companies.  

Closer to home, the Scottish film industry is also benefiting from this growth. Sharp eyed viewers watching Avengers: End Game might have spotted the 
bottle of Irn Bru in the background at Thor’s house in New Asgard (actually filmed in St Abbs in the Scottish Borders) and was that a bottle of (Scottish 
brewed!) Innis and Gunn that he was swigging out of? Following a period of decline in the early 2000s, film making in Scotland is growing fast with our 
stunning scenery and historic towns and cities providing the backdrop for numerous other recent Hollywood productions including Avengers: Infinity 
War, The Outlaw King and Outlander. 

Progress is being accelerated by the establishment of Screen Scotland in 2018, a dedicated unit within Creative Scotland. Screen Scotland will boost 
funding and support for film and TV production and work with the industry to develop film making infrastructure and talent. The agency is backing plans 
for a major new film studio in a formal industrial building in Leith known as the ‘big blue shed’ - if everything goes to plan the studio will be operational 
by the end of the year. 

This growth in film production in Scotland is already having a positive impact for the film industry. Figures released earlier in 2019 suggested a 66% 
increase in the number of film and video companies based in Scotland in the last decade).  

And beyond these positive direct impacts, film and TV blockbusters provide a fantastic advert for Scotland. With Avengers: End Game breaking box office 
records (taking around $2.7billion worldwide), St Abbs (now twinned with New Asgard!) is already seeing a boost in tourism numbers as film buffs and 
families visit to see the film location and the placement of brands such as Irn Bru can only help boost the popularity of our second national drink!   

 You can read more about our experience in researching the cultural and tourism sector on our website: www.56degreeinsight.com/  
Please get in touch to discuss how we might be able to help you. 
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