
 

  

 

  

WEDNESDAY 19th JUNE 2019: 
To mark the official launch of 56 Degree Insight this week, each 
day we will be sharing some thoughts on topics close to our 
heart which are impacting on the sectors that we are passionate 
about.  Today, we don’t have too much to say in terms of 
insight, but rather just want to express our full support to Shelly 
Kerr and the Scotland Women’s National football team in their 
final group match at the World Cup in France…….. 

 In the last six months, the rise to prominence of the Scotland Women’s 

National football team has been a joy to behold!  The team put in a very 

brave performance at the last European Championships two years’ ago – 

and this helped to bring the Scottish women’s game to a new level. 

However, following that astonishing last game win in Albania which saw 

Scotland qualify for France as much fancied Switzerland failed to beat 

Poland, interest in the women’s game has steadily increased.  A very 

narrow 1-0 defeat to No.1 ranked USA at New St Mirren Park in 

November showed further progress – and then a win at home to Brazil in 

April really began to pique interest.  Scottish football teams just don’t 

beat Brazilian teams – that is what we all thought until then! 

And then to head off to France on the back off an entertaining 3-2 win 

against Jamaica at Hampden in front of 18,500 fans really showed the 

extent to which this team had at least started to chip away at the 

traditional male dominance of the sport in Scotland.  

It was disappointing to open with a 2-1 defeat by England last Sunday – 

but the closeness of the result illustrated just how far Scottish women’s 

football has progressed.  And the TV audience of 6.1 million was 4x that 

who watched the England men’s football team that same day in 

Portugal.  This represented 38% of the UK viewing audience – but 

interest was even greater in Scotland - a remarkable 46% share!  

Awareness of women’s football is at an all-time high – helped also by the 

murals of key players on buildings across Scotland such as the one of 

Claire Elmsley on display in her home turf of Leith. 

And it was also disappointing to lose with a similar scoreline against 

Japan (despite a wonder goal from Lana Clelland).  But there has been 

absolutely no disgrace in losing to two of the top teams in the world – 

and there is still a chance we can still qualify with a win in our final group 

match this evening against Argentina.   

At 56 Degree Insight, we will be right behind the team in the hope they 

can reach the knock-out stages.  But whatever happens, they have done 

the country proud – and their legacy will hopefully be an increased and 

sustained interest in Scottish women’s football in the years ahead. 
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You can read more about our experience in sports research and 
insights on our website: www.56degreeinsight.com/sport  
Please get in touch to discuss how we might be able to help you. 
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